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INTRODUCTION 

It is expected, with appropriate motivation, that the majority of the students in Franklin 
County Schools can make satisfactory progress through lhe grades. It is also expected that 
most will be able, each year, to achieve a level of academic proficiency and social and 
emotional development which will enable them to benefit from instruction in 

the next grade level. However, for a variety of reasons, individuals may require more than 
the usual amount of time to develop their educational potential. Therefore, this Student 
Progression Plan for the Franklin County School Board, which implements Board Policy 
and establishes procedures to be followed. has been developed to provide the guidelines 
under which each student is to be given the maximum opportunity to succeed in school. 
This plan is designed to inform school personnel, parents, pupils, and other interested 
citizens of the Florida legislative and local school board student progression plan 
requirements. 

It is intended that grade placement be made to serve the best interest of each student. 
Promotion, retention, or special assignment procedures contained in this plan propose 
to assure that each student will be placed in an instructional program designed so that 
the student can achieve academically and develop emotionally, socially and physically. 

This document conlains the introduction, foreword, and six (6) sections describing the 
student progression plan for Franklin County Schools. Section I describes the general 
procedures which are applicable to decisions made in regard to students of all grade levels. 
Section II describes the special considerations and specific standards required for 
promotion from each grade level for elementary grades. Section lil describes the special 
considerations and specific standards required for promotion for the middle school grades. 
Section JV describes the special considerations and specific standards required for 
promotion which are applicable to the high school level. Section V describes those areas 
dealing with requirements for adult students. Section VJ describes the special 
considerations and specific standards for exceptional students. 
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FOREWORD 

The Florida State Legislature enacted the Educational Accountability Act of 1976, which 
requires that each school district in the state of Florida establish a comprehensive program 
for student progression. 

State Statute 1008.25 on Student Progression mandates that: 

1. Each district school board shall establish a comprehensive program for student
progression which shall be based upon an evaluation of each pupil's performance,
including how well he masters the Florida State Standards and Next Generation Sunshine
State Standards approved by the State Board in reading, writing, science and
mathematics.

2. The district program for student progression shall be based upon local goals and
objectives which are compatible with the State's plan for education, and which
supplement the Florida State Standards and Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards approved by the Stale Board of Education. Other pertinent factors
considered by the teacher before recommending that a pupil progress from one
grade to another shall be prescribed by the district school board in its rules.
The Student Progression Plan has been developed to respond to the State's accountability
legislation and to fulfill the requirements of School Board Policy.

SECTION 1: SPECIAL CONSIDERATION 

FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 

STUDENT PROGRESSION - ELEMENTARY (K-5) 
Student progression decisions are the responsibility of the school principal. The options 
available to the school principal are directly related to the student's achievement and the 
student's ability (academically, socially, and emotionally) to handle the rigor of the next 
grade. Teacher recommendation. which reflects teacher judgment concerning 
standardized test results, classroom performance, and documentation of student work 
are considered. Options for student progression at the elementary level (K-5) include: 

1. Promotion to the next grade

The student has mel all of the requirements for promotion and demonstrates proficiency 
in reading and mathematics. A description of proficiency is found beginning on page 26. 
Note: There are mandatory state requirements for promotion to 4th grade. 

2. Retention at the same grade level

The student has not met all of the requirements for promotion and has not 
demonstrated proficiency in reading and/ or mathematics. Note: There are mandatory 
state requirements for retention in 3rd grade. 
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3. Promotion with Good Cause

Although a student may not have achieved all performance levels for regular promotion, 
conditions may exist that make retention more adverse to student progress than a 
promotion. Under such circumstances a student may be promoted with "Good Cause". 
(Good cause circumstances are outlined on page 15). 

4. Double Promotion/ Acceleration

This option is used rarely in specialized circumstances that involve exceptionally high 
academic achievement, and the student's ability to emotionally and socially benefit from 
such a promotion is strongly considered. Parents are always involved in this decision and 
shall give consent before such placement is made. 

ADMISSION 

In order to be admitted to schools in Florida, a student must provide the following data: 

1. Evidence of date of birth in accordance with FS 1003.21;

2. Evidence of immunization against communicable diseases as required by FS
1003.22; students may not attend school until a current immunization record is
submitted to the school.

3. Evidence of a medical examination completed within the last twelve months in
accordance with FS1003.22.

4. Evidence of residence of the child's custodial parent or legal guardian
at an address within Franklin County or approval through the open
enrollment procedures.
FS 1008.25 (6a). No student may be assigned to a grade level based
solely on age or other factors that constitute social promotion.

Kindergarten Admission 

Children who will have attained the age of 5 years, on or before September 1 of the school 
year, are eligible for admission to public kindergarten during that school year. (FS 
1003.21) Any student who transfers from an out-of-state school and who meets the 
admission age requirement for that state, but who does not meet regular age requirements 
for admission to Florida public schools may be admitted if the transfer of the student's 
academic credit is acceptable under the rules of the school board. Prior to admission, the 
parent or guardian must also provide the data required in the State Board of Education 
Rule 6-A-6.024. 

Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener FAST-VPK

All school districts are required to administer the school readiness uniform screening 
implemented by the Department of Education to each kindergarten student in the 
district school system upon the student's entry into kindergarten. This screening is 
administered during the first 30 school days at each elementary school site. 
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First Grade Admission 

Any child who is six (6) years old on or before September 1 may be admitted to first 
grade if the child has been enrolled in kindergarten in a public school or has 
satisfactorily completed the requirements for kindergarten. based on skills assessment 
completed by a school-based team upon enrollment. Parents/Guardians will be 
consulted on the decision. Students who have attended kindergarten in a non­
accredited school shall meet the same requirements for entry as students in a home 
education program, as well as meel the age requirement. 

Students who have satisfactorily completed kindergarten in states where the entry age to 
kindergarten is lower than that of the state of Florida will be admitted to first grade 
unless the principal determines the child is not able to function at that level due to 
academic, emotional. or social factors. (FS 1003.21) 

Children who enler public school for the first time in first grade shall be 
administered the school readiness unifom1 screener ) FAST-VPK, adoR_ted for use in 
first grade. (FS 1008.21) 

English Language Learners (ELL) Students (State Board of Education 
Rules 6A-6.0900-6.09091 and 6A6.0905) 

A transferring ELL student will be identified and assessed to determine eligibility for 
services in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0902 (1) and (2). All 
international transcripts will be evaluated at the district level by the ESOL Coordinator 
and/or the Supervisor of the Elementary or Secondary Programs within five (5) days of 
enrollment. The ESOL coordinator/ contact person and the certified school 
counselor/ administrator will review the educational background of the transferring student 
to determine appropriate grade level, subject, and ESOL program placement [State Board 
Education Rule 6A-6-6.0902 (3) (b)). Parental input regarding educational background 
should be taken into consideration especially when transcripts, records or report cards are 
not readily available. Placement based on age either because of lack of information about 
prior schooling (no transcript or report card) or the prior schooling does not meet grade 
level requirements will result in an ELL Committee meeting. An administrator or 
administrator's designee must be part of the English Language Learners committee making 
the placement decision. Parents have the right to have their child immediately removed 
from a language instruction educational program and to decline to enroll the student in 
such a program or choose other instructional options, if available. A "language instruction 
program" means an instructional course (ex: Supplemental Title III Extended Day /Year 
programs or Developmental Language Arts Through ESOL courses) in which an ELL is 
placed for the purposes of developing and attaining English proficiency and which may 
make instructional use of both English and a child's heritage language (State Board Rule 
6A-6.0902). ELL students are scheduled into courses that fulfill graduation requirements 
based on the School District Student Progression Plan, and on completed academic 
coursework, regardless of the language in which the coursework was done. School Board 
policy provides flexibility to school staf

f 

in making academic placement decisions on behalf 
of students and parents. Parents/guardians may appeal academic placement decisions to 
the principal. 
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ELEMENTARY GRADING SCALES (K-5) 
Grading weights and categories shall be utilized to determine a numerical grade. Grades 
should be determined based on the mastery of state standards as evidenced in lesson plans 
and daily classroom postings. All grades will be entered in Focus using a point system, as 
opposed to using percentages. 
Assessments- 60% 
Classwork-40% 

NUMERICAL CORE COURSES GRADING SCALE 

GRADE PERCENT% 

A 90-100

B 80-89

C 70-79

D 60-69

F 0-59

I 
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K-2 Science/Social Studies Grading Scale

GRADE DEFINITION 

E Excellent 

s Satisfactory 

N Needs Improvement 

u Unsatisfactory 

K-5 SPECIAL AREAS COURSES GRADING SCALE

GRADE DEFINITION 

E Excellent 

s Satisfactory 

N Needs Improvement 

u Unsatisfactory 

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 
FS 1008.25 Public school student progression; remedial instruction; reporting 
requirements. 

INTENT- It is the intent of the Legislature that each student's progression from one 
grade to another be determined, in part, upon satisfactory performance in reading, 
writing, science, and mathematics; that district school board policies facilitate student 
achievement; that each student and his or her parent be informed of that student's 
academic progress. 

Several elements are to be considered in lhe promotion of students. Among these are 
mastery of academic content, social/ emotional maturity, study habits and work 
skills, as well as state and/ or district progress monitoring tools. Any student who fails 
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to meet the criteria for proficiency in reading, writing, language arts, math, or science 
(grade 3 and above) is eligible for remediation and may be retained. All students are 
expected to participate in district and state testing. The district reading curriculum is 
based on Florida State Standards and utilizes a researched-based basal text. The 
description of proficiency and requirements for regular promotion for each grade level are 
defined in the lists that follow. 

Kindergarten to First Grade: 

1. Student scores at a level of proficiency or higher on the state and/ or district
assessment of reading and mathematics, as well as progress monitoring assessments
taken in the Spring.

OR 

2. Student demonstrates maste1y of state standards in English/Language Arts, and
Math, as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum
Guide.

First Grade to Second Grade: 

1. Student scores at a level of proficiency or higher on the slate and/or district
assessment of reading and mathematics, as well as progress monitoring assessments
taken in the Spring.

OR 

2. Student demonstrates mastery of slate standards in English/Language Arts, and
Math, as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum
Guide.

Second Grade to Third Grade 

1. Student scores at a level of proficiency or higher on the state and/ or district
assessment of reading and mathematics. as well as progress monitoring assessments
taken in the Spring.

OR 

2. Student demonstrates mastery of state standards in English/Language Arts, and
Math, as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum
Guide.

Third Grade to Fourth Grade: (Please refer to page 18 for good cause 
promotional requirements) 

1. Student scores Level 2 or higher on the Statewide Assessment of reading taken in
the spring of 3rd grade.

AND 
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2. Student demonstrates mastery of state standards in English, writing, language arts and
math, as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum
Guide.

OR 

3. Student scores at a level of proficiency or higher on the state and/or district
assessment of reading and mathematics, as well as progress monitoring assessments
taken in the Spring.

NOTE: If the student's reading deficiency is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as 
demonstrated by scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statewide assessment test required 
under F.S.1008.22 for grade 3, the student must be retained. FS 1008.25 (5) (b). 

Fourth Grade to Fifth Grade: 

1. Student scores at a Level 3 or higher on the state and/or district assessment of
reading and mathematics taken in the Spring.

OR 

2. Student demonstrates mastery of state standards in English/Language Arts, and
Math, as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum
Guide.

Fifth Grade to Sixth Grade: 

1. Student scores at a Level 3 or higher on the state and/or district assessment of
reading and mathematics taken in the Spring.

OR 

2. Students demonstrate mastery of state standards in English/Language Arts, Math, and
Science as evidenced by grades of 60% or above in on-grade-level instruction as shown on
the report card. The curriculum is prescribed by the grade level specific Curriculum Guide.

REMEDIATION AND DIAGNOSTIC TESTING 

FS 1008.25 each district school board shall establish a comprehensive program for 
student progression which must include: 

a) Standards for evaluating each student's performance, including how well he or she
masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education.

b) Specific Levels of performance in Language arts, science, and mathematics for each grade
level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments as defined by the
commissioner, below which a student must receive remediation. or be retained within an
intensive program that is differentjrom the previous year's program and that takes into
account the student's Leaming style.

c) Appropriate alternative placementfor a student who has been retained 2 or more years.
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ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION 
Each student must participate in the statewide standardized program required by 
s.1008.22. Each student who does not meet specific levels of performance on the 
required assessments as determined by the district school board or who scores below 
level 3 on the statewide standardized ELA and mathematics assessments in grade 3 
through 8 or the algebra EOC assessment must be provided with additional diagnostic 
assessment to determine the nature of the student's difficulty, the areas of academic 
need and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction as described in 
paragraph (b) above. 

A student becomes eligible for remediation any time he/she fails to make adequate 
progress toward mastery of the Stale Standards and/ or needs additional help in order to 
meet the progression requirements for his/her assigned grade. A student who needs 
ongoing support to achieve grade level standards is referred to the Problem-Solving System 
of Support MTSS team to determine the level of assistance needed. 

MULTI-TIERED SUPPORT SYSTEM (MTSS) 

REMEDIATION 

Students who do not meet the district levels of performance and qualify through three of 
the five EWS (Early Warning System) indicators shall be provided intensive remediation. 
Various assessments will be used to identify the nature of the student's difficulty and 
areas of academic need. The district/school Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) the 
Comprehensive Evidence-based Reading Plan will guide instructional decisions. The 
professional judgment of school personnel will also be a part of determining if students 
need remediation in instances where there is insufficient or inconsistent data to support 
or deny the need for remediation. 

MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORTS (MTSS) 

Schools are required to utilize the district MTSS Plan for all students, including those 
students who fail to meet performance standards. Early warning indicators must include: 
attendance below 90%, one or more suspensions, failure in English Language Arts or 
Math and/ or score Level 1 on statewide standards assessments in English Language Arts 
or Math. 

The MTSS manual is designed to guide schools and teachers as they implement MTSS for 
all students. The MTSS model requires that teachers monitor student data obtained 
through formative progress monitoring and classroom assessment/ observation throughout 
the year and implement interventions to meet student needs as identified by this data. 
Students who do not respond to Tier 1 classroom intervention must be reviewed by the 
MTSS Team in the school. This team. in conjunction with the teacher, will design a 
progress monitoring plan for the student and determine the extent to which intervention 
must be intensified. 

The MTSS Plan is supported by the required administration of District Progress 
Monitoring Assessments three times each year. iReady testing and diagnostic tools are 
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also administered for formal progress monitoring lhree times each year. Students who 
fail to make progress wilh Tier 1 classroom intervention must be provided with 
additional diagnostic assessment. Students who score below Level 3 on FSA Reading 
and/or Math, in addition to students not meeting the specific levels of proficiency as 
defined by the school district, are included in ongoing progress monitoring and are 
provided with classroom intervention specific to their identified need(s). Strategies for 
these students must be documented by the classroom teacher and monitored to assure 
that the students are improving as a result of the intervention(s). A student who is not 
meeting the school district or state requirements for proficiency in reading and math shall 
be covered by one of the following plans to target instruction and identify ways to improve 
his or her academic achievement: 

1. A federally required student plan such as individual education plan (IEP);

2. A school-wide system of progress monitoring for all students (as
described above); or 3. An individualized progress monitoring plan (as
determined by the school MTSS Team).

The plan chosen must be designed to assist the student in meeting state and district 
expectations for proficiency. If the student has been identified as having a deficiency in 
reading, the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan includes instructional and support 
services to help the student meet the desired levels of performance. Each student who 
does not meet minimum performance expectations for the statewide assessment tests in 
reading, writing, science, and mathematics must continue remedial instruction or 
supplemental instruction until expectations are met or the student graduates from high 
school or is not subject to compulsory school attendance. 

The MTSS Plan is supported by the required administration of Universal Progress 
Monitoring Assessment at least three times each year. APM (Adaptive Progress 
Monitoring), I-Ready testing and STAR Reading/Math will be administered for formative 
progress monitoring as determined by the MTSS Team. Students who fail to make 
progress with Tier I classroom intervention must be provided with additional diagnostic 
assessment, such as LLI Running Records. 

Students who score below Level 3 on the Statewide Assessment of English Language Arts 
and Mathematics, in addition to students not meeting the specific levels of proficiency as 
defined by the school district, are included in ongoing progress monitoring and are 
provided with classroom intervention specific to their identified need(s). 

Strategies for these students must be documented intervention(s). A student who is not 
meeting the school district or state requirements for proficiency in reading and math shall 
be covered by one of the following plans to target instruction and identify ways to improve 
his or her academic achievement: 

A federally required student plan such as an individual education plan (IEP); 

A school wide system of progress monitoring for all students (as 
described above); or An individualized progress monitoring plan (as 
determined by the school MTSS). 
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